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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, MX 

SUBJECT: PRESS REPORTS SENATOR BENTSEN PROPOSES U.S. 

TRADE CONCESSIONS FOR MEXICAN OIL 

REF: MEXICO 08332 

1 . MEXICAN PRESS OF MAY 27 REPORTED SENATOR BENTSEN IN 
A PRESS CONFERENCE ON HIS ARRIVAL IN HERMOSILLO FOR BI 
LATERAL INTERPARLIAMENTARY MEETING AS HAVING PROPOSED A 
TRADE-OFF OF DUTY FREE ACCESS FOR MEXICAN EXPORTS TO U.S. 

IN EXCHANGE FOR MEXICAN OIL. SAME REPORT QUOTED MAJORITY 
LEADER OF MEXICAN CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES AND MEXICAN DELE- 
GATES HEAD, GOMEZ VILLANUEVA, AS RESPONDING THAT MEXICO 
WOULD NOT BASE ITS POSITION IN TRADE NEGOTIATIONS ON THE 
SALE OF OIL. 

2. COMMENT: THIS EXCHANGE AGAIN POINTS OUT POLITICAL 
SENSITIVITY WHICH MEXICAN AUTHORITIES ATTACH TO PROPOSALS 
THAT OIL SERVE AS QUID PRO QUO FOR TRADE CONCESSIONS OR 
FUNDING SUPPORT IN IFI'S. CALDERHEAD 
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